Lt. John Poulton Williams, RN (1784-1810)
The life and career of a Naval Officer
John Poulton Williams a Naval Officer, who fought at the Battle of Trafalgar, was from HM Royal Docks in Plymouth,
Devon. Born on 8 April 1784 to John Hoyle Williams, Master Shipwright, and his wife Elizabeth. The eldest of their three
sons, all of whom served HM Royal Navy as officers. John was just eight years old when he first joined HMS Cumberland
as a Captain’s servant. Through the records we will follow his career and the lives of his family.
FAMILY BACKGROUND
John grew up in the ancient manor of Stoke Damerel which incorporated HM Dockyard. Devonport began with a single
stone dock in 1691 to receive His Majesty's ships of war. The workmen tired of their daily trek from Plymouth
demanded houses be built within walking distance of the Dockyard and this is how the township evolved and became
known as Plymouth Dock. By 1820, with the addition of army barracks and surrounded with defensive fortifications the
residents demanded their own identity. On 1st January 1824, with Royal approval, the town was renamed Devonport,
the port of Devon. In 1914 it was incorporated into the City of Plymouth.

John’s father, John Hoyle Williams (1733 - 1816) of Plymouth Dock, is described in apprenticeship records as a Master
Shipwright. By the second half of 18th century some 60% or more of all craftsman shipwrights in Great Britain were
Crown employees in the Royal Dockyards of Deptford, Woolwich, Sheerness, Chatham, Portsmouth, and Plymouth.
Before 1832 dockyards were run entirely by naval officers who were civilian employees of the Navy Board, not sea
officers, although there was some movement between the two services. A master shipwright was a senior officer of the
dockyard responsible for building and repairs. Records are held in the Admiralty series (ADM) at the National Archives.

Source: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books, Series IR 1 Piece: 23 [Viewed: Ancestry]

In 1799 John Hoyle married Elizabeth Vyvyan at Stoke Damerel Parish Church, both ‘of the parish’ but married by
licence rather than banns; it was considered more gentile to marry by this slightly more expensive means. Vyvyan is an
old Cornish name and Elizabeth was baptised in St Germans, an ancient parish in the county of Cornwall, just 9 miles
from Plymouth Dock. She was 19 whereas, John Hoyle at 47 was 28 years her senior.
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Source: Stoke Damerel Parish Records - Marriage Register - 30 December 1779

John Poulton was the second of their six child and eldest son, born on 8 April 1784, and baptised at Stoke Damerel
Parish Church on 29 April 1785. All their children were baptised here.

Source: PWDRO Stoke Damerel Parish Records - Composite Register - 29 April 1785 [Viewed: FMP]

From parish records I discovered John Hoyle
actually attended St Aubyn’s Chapel in
Plymouth Dock, where his father had been a
trustee. St Aubyn’s was a proprietary chapel
built in 1772 financed by subscription, but
exempt from conducting any baptisms,
marriages or burials. The delay of nearly a year
in baptising John maybe explained by this not
being their regular place of worship.

St Aubyn’s Chapel,
Plymouth Dock

The Williams family had been in Plymouth for
hundreds of years and although the Dockyard
dominated industry in this 18th century town
there were also considerable wool weaving and a leather industry. As well as brewing and fishing which remained
important trades. The prosperity generated kept the building trades busy also as many new buildings were erected. The
Naval presence dominated Plymouth, but the town continued to be a major port and merchants continued to trade
with the West Indies, the American colonies and the Mediterranean. There was also a considerable coastal trade. Grain
and coal were brought by sea from other parts of Britain into Plymouth and tin was
taken away.
John Hoyle’s father, Poulton Williams (1704-1786), had been part of this thriving
commercial port, a chandler and soap boiler. Tallow is a by-product of the leather
trade; consisting of the fat that was separated and rendered from the hides destined
for the leather trade. The processed into candles by the tallow-chandler or soap by
the soap-boiler. Poulton must have run a sizeable operation and was obviously well
regarded to have been a prominent member of St Aubyn’s Chapel. Poulton’s father,
John Williams (c1675-1768), also from Plymouth Dock, was a Master Carpenter.
Taking us back to the very beginnings of the Naval Dock itself.

Source: Board of Stamps: Apprenticeship Books, Series IR 1 [Viewed: Ancestry]
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Stoke Damerel
Parish Church

Plymouth Dock

Stonehouse

Source: 1893-1900 Ordnance Survey Map 1:1,056 [Viewed: The Genealogist]

EARLY CAREER
The key to researching a Naval Officer is to locate his Lieutenant’s Passing Certificate, held at the National Archives
(TNA). Introduced in 1677 and originally held at the Navy Board Offices in London. All prospective Lieutenants were
interviewed by three senior Captains and the interview related to seamanship and the theory of navigation. The
records are a valuable source of genealogical information as they frequently give age, the names of the ships on which
they served as ratings prior to passing their examination, together with the name of the captain they served under,
their rating on each ship, the names of the examining officers and the date of the examination.
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A very useful index compiled by Bruno Pappalardo ‘Royal Navy Lieutenants Passing Certificates, 1691-1902’ gives the
TNA reference details for the RN Lieutenant’s Passing Certificates. These records are a primary source of biographical
information for a Naval Officer. I was successfully able to locate John’s as shown below:

Source: TNA - ADM 107/26
Ships
Cumberland
Minotaur
Druid
Standard
Haerlem
Amelia
Amelia
30 April 1801

Entry
1 March 1793 [8yrs]
23 March 1794 [9yrs]
20 June 1794 [10yrs]
11 April 1795 [11yrs]
28 April 1798 [14yrs]
23 January 1799 [14yrs]
1 June 1800 [16yrs]
[17yrs]

Quality
Capts. Serv.
Do.
Able.
Midsm
Sup. [Supernumeracy]
Mid.
Able.

Discharge

Time
Y
1

22 March 1794
19 June 1794
10 April 1795
27 April 1798
6 Sep 1798
31 May 1800
28 Oct 1801

M
3
10

3
1
1
8

4
4
5
3

W
3
2
2
2
2
1
3

D
1
5
1
3
6
3
3
1

The Passing Certificate file also included John’s baptism certificate confirming his place of birth and his parents, John
Hoyle and Elizabeth Williams. As we have seen from John’s background, he was brought up in Royal Docks and would
have lived and breathed the Royal Navy from the day he was born. The first of his family to serve as a seafaring officer
and against the backdrop of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic wars. His two younger brothers, Thomas and
Poulton would follow in his footsteps. Below I have looked in more detail at John’s service record and the ships he
served on:
1 Mar 1793 - 22 Mar 1794: HMS CUMBERLAND, 74-gun third-rate Elizabeth-class ship of the line
Captain’s Servant - John Poulton WILLIAMS - Age 8
John’s first posting was as a ‘Captain’s Servant’ on HMS Cumberland; a rating used to describe a boy, usually the son of
a captain's relatives or friends, training to become a commissioned officer. John Hoyle must have been well regarded to
have secured his son such a position.
He served on HMS Cumberland for just over one year. The French Revolutionary Wars had started the previous year
and John was serving under Rear Admiral John McBride who in March 1793 was made Commander in Chief of the
Downs; a permanent naval base operating out of Deal in Kent. The command generally covered an area in the southern
North Sea near the English Channel off the east Kent coast. McBride’s flag was initially in HMS Cumberland before being
transferred to HMS Quebec. He took possession of Ostend after the French retreat in early 1793, and in October
transported reinforcements under General Sir Charles Grey to assist in the defence of Dunkirk.
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23 Mar 1794 - 19 Jun 1794: HMS MINOTAUR, 32-gun
Hermione-class fifth rate frigate
Captain’s Servant - John Poulton WILLIAMS - Age 9
John’s second posting is on HMS Minotaur, he is still
described as a ‘Captain’s Servant’. He served on her for
only 3 months. Only launched in November 1793. Here
he served under Captain Thomas Louis, later Rear
Admiral. This ship was immortalised by Turner in his
painting of its demise in 1810 on the Haak Sands, off
the mouth of the Texel, Dutch Wadden Islands, many
years after John served on her.
20 Jun 1794 - 10 Apr 1795: HMS DRUID, Courageux
class ship of the line
Able Seaman - John Poulton WILLIAMS - Age 10

Source: The shipwreck of the Minotaur, oil on canvas, by J. M. W. Turner

John served on HMS Druid for 10 months. He was promoted to Able Seaman during this time having gained two years’
experience at sea. In early 1794, HMS Druid was in company with HMS Flora, HMS Sheerness, HMS Echo, and HMS
Shark when HMS Flora captured the French sloop Viper. Viper was a new sloop of 18 guns and was captured outside
of Havre de Grace, France. Also, in 1794, HMS Druid was part of a frigate squadron that escaped from the 50-gun
French Scévola and Brutus.
11 Apr 1795 - 27 Apr 1798: HMS STANDARD, 64-gun third rate ship of the line (Intrepid)
Midshipman - John Poulton WILLIAMS - Age 11-14
John’s fourth posting was to HMS Standard, where he served for three years. He
promoted to Midshipman; an apprentice officer who had previously served at least three
years as a volunteer, officer's servant or able seaman, and was roughly equivalent to a
present-day petty officer in rank and responsibilities. After serving at least three years as
a midshipman or master's mate, he was eligible to take the examination for lieutenant.
In April 1795 HMS Standard had just been recommissioned, under Captain Joseph Ellison,
for Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren's squadron for the Quiberon operation. A major
landing on the Quiberon peninsula by émigré, counter-revolutionary troops, the aim was
to raise the whole of western France in revolt; bring an end to the French Revolution and
restore the French monarchy. The invasion failed; it had a major negative impact, dealing
a disastrous blow to the royalist cause.

Midshipman wearing the singlebreasted blue frock coat with white
collar tabs.

HMS Standard sailed for the East Indies on 28 February 1796, temporarily under the command of Captain Lukin. By
October she was in the North Sea. In February 1797 she was under Captain Thomas Parr, and then in September under
Captain Thomas Shivers. From mid-April to mid-May, HMS Standard was one of the many vessels caught up in the Nore
Mutiny; the first outbreaks of a significant increase in maritime radicalism in the Atlantic World concerning economic
and political grievances. On 5 May the crew had taken over the ship and trained cannon on officer’s country over the
issue of pay in arrears. After the mutiny collapsed, one of the leaders on HMS Standard, William Wallis, shot himself to
avoid trial and hanging. William Redfern, her surgeon's mate, was sentenced to death for his role in the mutiny, later
commuted to transportation for life to the colony of New South Wales.
28 Apr 1798 - 6 Sep 1798: HMS HAERLEM
Sup - John Poulton WILLIAMS - Age 14
John is serving upon HMS Haerlem, a dutch vessel Captured at the Battle of Camperdown, 11 October 1797. He is
detailed as ‘sup’ which means ‘supernumeracy’ i.e. in addition to the requisite number. He only served for 4 months on
board her.
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23 Jan 1799 - 28 Oct 1801: HMS AMELIA, Hebe-class frigate (38-gun
frigate of the French Navy)
Midshipman/Able Seaman - John Poulton WILLIAMS - Age 14-17
John joined HMS Amelia as a midshipman, but only served in this rank
for 16 months before being demoted back to Able Seaman on 1 June
1800. Investigation of the ship’s log should throw light on the reasons
for this and on my next trip to TNA I shall investigate further. What is
clear is that although he should have been eligible for examination for
promotion to become a Naval Officer, his career slide temporarily
backwards and it was another 2 years before he successfully gained
his ‘Passing Certificate’.

HMS Dryad v Proserphine

HMS Amelia was the French Naval Frigate, Proserphine, captured after a brief chase and a bitter on 23 June 1796 by
Captain Lord Amelius Beauclerk of HMS Dryad off the coast of Ireland. John joined the crew in 1799, whilst HMS Amelia
was serving as part of the Channel Blockage (1798-1802). They encountered several skirmishes during this time
including the capturing of the French Privateer Brig Juste off St Malo in February 1801 and in May 1801 the French
privateer Heureux.
PROMOTION & PUBLISHED SOURCES
John Poulton Williams obtained his ‘Passing Certificate’ and was promoted on 29 April 1802. It is now possible to trace
him through published sources. The Portsmouth Library is a treasure trove of Naval history and for this period Steel’s
Navy Lists are the best starting point. These were the first such lists published. Publication was sometimes erratic, but
they were sometimes printed as frequently as monthly. Steel’s lists officers, ships and establishments, including
miscellaneous intelligence reports, vessels captured and Prize money awards are also noted. The official Navy List did
not commence until 1814.
I first find John listed in 1803 as ‘Lieutenants’ and his date of promotion is confirmed as 29 April 1802. He is listed in
these volumes right through to 1811. It should be borne in mind that at time of printing information relates to the
previous year. In 1811 for the first time he is detailed on HMS Eurylaus as ‘First Lieutenant’, so this would have actually
related to a promotion in 1810.

Lieutenant & Midshipmen (1797-1812)

Source: Steel’s Navy List 1804 p. 128 [Viewed: Portsmouth History Centre]

Source: Steel’s Navy List 1811 p. 10 [Viewed: Portsmouth History Centre]
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Volumes checked:
Steel’s Navy List 1802
Steel’s Navy List 1803
Navy List 1804 p. 128
Steel’s Navy List 1805
Steel’s Navy List 1806
Steel’s Navy List Jan 1807
Steel’s Navy List 1808
Steel’s Navy List Mar 1810
Steel’s Navy List 1811
Steel’s Navy List 1812

Not Listed.
John P Williams (Lieutenants by Year of Commission 1802)
John Poulton Williams (Seniority 19 Apr 1902)
John P Williams (Lieutenants by Year of Commission 1802)
John P Williams (Lieutenants by Year of Commission 1802)
John P Williams (Lieutenants by Year of Commission 1802)
John P Williams (Lieutenants by Year of Commission 1802)
John P Williams (Lieutenants by Year of Commission 1802)
John P Williams (Lieutenants by Year of Commission 1802)*First time detailed as First Lieutenant
on the Euryalus
Not listed as 2nd Lieutenant of the Euralyus or under Lieutenants

For further details of John’s career, it is now necessary to look at the Muster Rolls for the particular ships he served on,
identifying the actual vessels is crucial to tracking any Naval service in detail. Examination of the HMS Euryalus Muster
Roll for July & August 1805 confirms that he had served on her since 20 January 1803.
MUSTER TABLE of His Majesty’s Ship the Euryalus between the 1st July 1805 and the 31st Augt1805
No.
Entry Year
Appearance Whence and
Place and County
Age at Time
whether
where Born
of Entry on
pressed or not
this Ship
271
1 Nover 04
Nover 1
Former Books
Plymouth
20th Jany. 03
Source: TNA ADM 36/16727 - HMS Euryalus Muster Roll (Jul 1805-Feb 1806)

MENS NAMES

Qualities

Jn Pn WILLIAMS

Lieut

HMS EURALYUS & THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR
Lt John Poulton WILLIAMS had been promoted a few weeks after his 19th birthday and was commissioned to serve on
HMS Euryalus by the following January; where he remained for the remainder of his Naval service, witnessing the most
famous of all Napoleonic battles fought at sea.
The Battle of Trafalgar witnessed
both the defeat of Napoleon
Bonaparte's plans to invade
Britain, and the death of Admiral
Lord Nelson. It was never going
to be any ordinary battle, and
quickly acquired a heightened,
almost magical, reality. During
the engagement at Trafalgar, on
21 October 1805, the Royal Navy
annihilated the greatest threat to
British security for 200 years, but
lost Britain's national hero in the
process. Little wonder the battle
transcended the mundane
calculation of ships and men,
victory and defeat. It guaranteed
Britain's control of the oceans,
the basis of her global power for
over a century.
The idea that those who had
fought at Trafalgar constituted a
special elite of naval heroism persisted through the nineteenth century often eclipsing the deeds of veterans of other
equally important battles. As their numbers slowly dwindled, there was much public interest in the survivors and their
stories. But those stories were very often embellished. The centenary of Trafalgar led to a revival of interest in the
battle and also to a realisation that a century of storytelling had blurred the historical truth. In 1913 Colonel Robert
Mackenzie produced ‘The Trafalgar Roll’, a fascinating biographical account of all the ships and their officers. Although
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not providing detailed sources he relied heavily on the naval biographies published in the 1830s and 1840s by Marshall
and O’Byrne.
Captain
Lieutenants
Master
Master’s Mates
Midshipman

Surgeon
Assist.-Surgeon
Purser
Clerk
Gunner
Boatswain
Carpenter
Lieut., Royal Marines
2nd Lieut., Royal Marines

HMS EURYALUS, 36 Gun Frigate
Hon. Henry BLACKWOOD
Kempthorne Charles QUASH
John Poulton WILLIAMS
Walter PIKE
Frederick RUCKERT
Thomas GARDNER
William FOTHERINGHAM
Hercules ROBINSON
Jeremiah PARROTT
James BAYLY
Richard KEEN
Henry William BRUCE
Archibald CRAIL
Thomas KEATING
Alexander KOOLOMSIN (Russian)
Joseph Henry MOORE
Jacob RICHARDS
Edward OWEN
Alexander ROSS
Jonas TOBY
Samuel ARMSTRONG
Peter RICHARDS
William PHILIPS (acting)
Thomas PARROTT
John SANDFORD
William Tell PASCHOUD

The Euryalus was launched in 1803 at Adam’s Yard, Bucklershard; having been built from the design of Sir William Rule, Surveyor of the
Navy. She was commissioned in the same year by Captain Hon. Henry Blackwood, and was employed on the coast of Ireland under Lord
Gardner, and under Lord Keith watching Boulogne. In 1805 she was with Lord Collingwood, and when Villeneuve’s squadron arrived at
Cadiz in August she was sent home with the news. On the 15th September, in company with the Victory with Nelson on board, she sailed
from Spithead, joined the blockading fleet off Cadiz, and was employed under Captain Blackwood, with his squadron of frigates, on the
important duty of keeping watch on the harbour mouth during the three weeks which preceded the battle of Trafalgar. It was from the
deck of the Euryalus that the first signs of a movement on the part of the Franco-Spanish fleets were detected, three days before the
battle; and from that time Nelson’s “Watch Dog” - as she was eventually nicknamed - and her five consorts never lost sight of the enemy,
at times being so close during the thick weather that she had some difficulty in keeping out of danger.
All through the long, dark, and unsettled night preceding the battle the frigate kept vigil and dogged the enemy’s movements. At each tack
of the enemy she fired a signal gun at every hour, to show the Admiral that she was still watching, a blue light was burned. Two frigates a
little further off took up the signals, and a chain of battleships communicated with the Victory. At six o’clock on the memorable twentyfirst, when daylight had shown the enemies to each other, Blackwood was summoned by Nelson on board the Victory, and personally
thanked for the very valuable services the Euryalus had rendered. She was present in the battle to windward of the weather column, and
though not actually engaged, continued her valuable services; for after Nelson was wounded, and the Royal Sovereign had lost her masts
except the tottering foremast, the Euryalus was sent for by Collingwood, and lying within hail made his signals during the continuance of
the fight. She was at one time fired upon by the enemy’s van, and had her main and topmast rigging and backstays shot away. After the
battle Collingwood shifted his flag to her, and she towed the Royal Sovereign out to seaward.
On the 16 June 1808, we hear of her boats with those of the Cruiser capturing a Danish gun-vessel in the Great Belt. Under Captain Hon.
George H. L. Dundas she took part in the ill-fated expedition to Walcheren in 1809, and was at the forcing of the mouth of the Scheldt on
the 11th August; while, in November of the same year , she captured the French Etoile, of 14 guns, off Cherbourg. In July 1810, when with a
division of the British fleet at Toulon under her old catain, Blackwood, she took part in the chase of a convoy of French coasters into the
port of Bando, in which service she exchanged some broadsides with a French 74. In 1813 Captain (afterwards Admiral) Sir Charles Napier
was appointed to her, and she was employed in the blockade of Toulon. On the 16 th May we find her boats, with those of the Berwick,
capturing the national zebec La Fortune, of 10 guns, with twenty merchant vessels, in Cavalarie road; while she effected the capture seven
months later of a French 22-gun storeship, and nearly made a prize of the French schooner Undaunted. After refitting at Halifax she served
during the American War; was with Sir Alexander Gordon’s little squadron in the successful expedition up the Potomac, the destruction of
Fort Washington, and the capture of Alexandria on 17th August 1814. In the expedition, which lasted twenty-three days, she had thirteen
killed and wounded - her captain being amongst the latter. While in the Potomac she was in a tremendous squall which carried away her
bowsprit, the head of her foremast, and the heads of all her topmasts; but in twelve hours she was again ready for work. She was also
present in the operations against Baltimore. At the peace in 1815 she was brought home by Captain Napier and paid off at Chatham.
____________________________
Lieut. J. P. Williams was promoted to Lieut. in 1802. Served as Lieut. in the Euryalus at Trafalgar, 1805. Served as Lieut. Was killed in action
when Lieut. in her, in an attempt to cut out a merchant ship at Toulon, the 30 th July 1809.
Source: The Trafalgar Roll by Colonel Robert Mackenzie (1913)
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There isn’t a huge amount of detail relating to Lt. Williams, but it does confirm he was a Lieutenant on the Euryalus,
when he was promoted, when he died and that it was during action while still serving on the Euryalus. Although this
later detail of his death was not correct and required further research. Mackenzie’s account does also give a description
of HMS Euryalus’s operations through to 1815 when she is decommissioned.
Another interesting source is TNA Trafalgar Ancestors,
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nelson/, this
National Archives database celebrates the 18,000 plus
individuals who fought in the Battle of the Trafalgar on
the side of the Royal Navy. Trafalgar Ancestors lists all
those who fought in Nelson's fleet at the Battle of
Trafalgar. This includes Royal Navy commissioned and
warrant officers, ratings, supernumeraries and Royal
Marines. Trafalgar Ancestors is an ongoing project
which over time aims to provide genealogical and
service details about these individuals from a range of
published sources and documents, but in particular the
Admiralty records held by The National Archives. The
overall aim is to eventually revise, extend and bring up
to date Mackenzie's Trafalgar Roll.

Source: TNA Discovery

FURTHER RESEARCH
Looking further into John’s life through the archives I found John had joined a Freemason’s lodge in 1810 confirming he
could not have died in 1809 as suggested by Mackenzie. John is 26 years old and two other officers from the HMS
Euryalus joined the same lodge the month before, Thomas Foster & Daniel Lye.
ANTIENTS GRAND LODGE, LODGE 79 FALSTAFF TAVERN PORTSMOUTH
Membership Registers - Initiation to Freemasons Lodge - Lt John Poulton WILLIAMS
INITIATION
NAME
OCCUPATION
ABODE
FEES PAID
FEES
2 Apr 1810
John Poulton WILLIAMS
Lieu.
M. Eurlayus
5 Apr 1810
“5”
Source: Library and Museum of Freemasonry; London, England; Freemasonry Membership Registers; Description: Membership Registers:
Country, Foreign and Military, vol I, #7-271 [Viewed: Ancestry]

The finding of John’s will and grant of probate does confirm he died prior to July 1812. Unfortunately it does not give an
actual date of death, just ‘deceased for several years’. So, I estimated that his likely death was in 1810.
PCC - Abstract of Will - John Poulton WILLIAMS
Name of the testator
John Poulton WILLIAMS
Condition and occupation
Lieutenant of HMS Euryalus
Bodily health
Bodily health & sound mind
Bequests
•
All monity, lands, tenements, goods, chattels and estates - Elizabeth WILLIAMS of
Plymouth, mother
Names of executors:
Christopher COOKE & James HALFORD of Norfolk Street, Strand, Middlesex - Agents
Date of the will
16 February 1808
Names of witnesses
John SANDFORD
1st Lt. Rc. Ms Date of probate
23 July 1812
Court of probate
PCC
Source: TNA PROB 11/1535/339

On examination of HMS Euralyus manoeuvres during 1810, I discovered that at the end of April 1810 she sailed for the
Mediterranean, escorting a large convoy from Spithead to Portugal and the Mediterranean. Joining Captain
Blackwood's inshore squadron off Toulon. In late July there was a skirmish with the French Fleet, the latter were
attempting to escape Bandol to protect an incoming convoy bound for Toulon. I found a newspaper article describing
the incident and confirming that Lieut. Williams had been killed in action. This must have tragically been his first post as
1st Lieutenant; responsible for the organisation and administration of his ship under the direction of the Captain and it
was this position that ultimately became Commander. He had a good career ahead of him.
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A short time since, a division of the enemy’s fleet at Toulon came out, to protect a
convoy which was proceeding along the shore, bound to that port. Our fleet were
out of sight. The in-shore squadron was commanded by that spirited and excellent
officer Capt. Hen. Blackwood; who to intimidate the enemy, if possible, drew up
his squadron in battle array. The French ships came far enough out to protect the
convoy, which got safe in, but then shewed no disposition to contend with our
ships, though so much inferior in force. The HMS Euryalus, Hon. Captain Dundas
sustained the fire of several of their ships, in some very gallant manoeuvres she
made, but it was attended by the loss of Lieut. Williams and 7 men killed, and 13
men wounded’.
Source: The BNA, Gloucester Journal 1 Oct 1810

Mystery solved! It appears Mackenzie’s error was actually a typo,
Source: The BNA, Gloucester Journal 1 Oct 1810
as he was killed off Toulon but in 1810 not 1809. I also found an
account of the action penned by Capt. Blackwood himself, dated 20 July 1810, not mentioning Lt. Williams in person
but giving a detail account of the action:

Source: The BNA, Dublin Evening Post 4 Oct 1810
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THE WILLIAMS SIBLINGS
The Williams brothers, John, Thomas & Poulton, and their brother in law, Lt. Henry Strachan, are detailed in Nicholas
MacLean-Bristol’s ‘Clan to Regiment’; giving an insight into their respective fates. A family heavily scarred by the
Napoleonic wars:
‘John Poulton WILLIAMS was a lieutenant on the Euryalus at the Battle of Trafalgar. He was still serving on her 1809 when he was killed off
Toulon in an attempt to cut out a French merchant ship; another brother Thomas joined the navy in 1805 as a cadet. He served on the
Pygmy, 16 guns and was engaged in cutting out two French vessels from St Malo. In the war of 1812 he lost an arm on the Opussum, 14
guns whilst in the West Indies chasing an American Man of War; the youngest brother Poulton was also a lieutenant. He was to be
wounded at the battle of Algiers whilst serving under Lord Exmouth; the eldest daughter Mary was married to Leiutenant Henry Strachan
of 73rd Foot, who she accompanied to the Peninsula. he was killed on the withdrawal from Quatre Bras.’
BCP [Breacachadh Castle Papers] referenced in ‘From Clan to Regiment’:
BCP. Maclean Family Folder: Copy of Services of Lieut. Thomas Williams RN and family
BCP. Maclean Family Folder: Letters to Lieut. JWH Strachan (formerly Streaphan) to his wife 1812-5.
BCP. Maclean Family Folder: Letters to Alexander Maclean, Surgeon 64th Foot

John was survived by his parents also, John Hoyle died and on 22 Feb 1816, only 7 months after the final defeat of
Napoleon at Waterloo on 18 June 1815. He was 85 years old, quite an age for the early 19th century. He had moved
from HM Dockyard to East Stonehouse, a popular and fashionable place to live with an assembly room, where balls or
concerts were held; a very popular place of recreation. It is proving more difficult to locate Elizabeth’s burial record as
there are a number of ‘Elizabeth Williams’ that died around this time and nothing concrete to distinguish John’s mother
from the others. She was considerably younger than her husband so could have survived him by many years, so I have
left this for another day. I have not been able to locate a will for John Hoyle either, all original Devon wills perished in
an air raid on Exeter in 1942, leaving only those that were proved by the PCC and their copies which are held in London.

Source: PWDRO Stoke Damerel Parish Records - Burial Register - 22 Feb 1816 [Viewed: FMP]

John was also survived by his three sisters. Mary, we have seen lost her husband, Lt Joseph William Henry Strachan,
during the retreat from Quatre Bras on 17 June the day before the Battle of Waterloo. Mary had given birth to their
son, Henry Augustus Strachan, five months previously on 1 December 1814. Joseph’s pension records reveal that he
had changed his name from ‘Streaphan’ the correspondence explains the circumstances and resolution; Mary having
been ‘left in distressed circumstances’ with her infant son when Joseph was killed. She was granted a Royal Bounty of
£40 per annum in addition to the pension. Here is the transcription of Joseph’s letter, held in this file:
5 Paul St, Stonehouse
5 Nov 1814
My Dear Sir,
……..I have drawn up as much of the statement of the case of the change that occurred in my family name and its cause as I thought
sufficient for the purpose of its certification in which you do good as to say would give me ….. I trust you will be of the opinion this is quite
satisfactory.
As I expect to sail to Ireland any moment it may not perhaps be in my power to see you on this subject, may I therefore say you will be
good enough to communicate with Mrs Strachan, who will immediately inform me of your opinion and the mode you may deem it keep to
adopt for the purpose so much desired.
Your obliged and obedient servant
JWH Strachan
About 60 or 70 years ago the dispute commenced between my Great Grandfather and his eldest son, in consequence of what the old
gentleman thought an imprudent match, for which he took the entail of an estate which would have been my grandfathers, as eldest son,
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and left it a younger son by another marriage, was then about 3 years of age. My grandfather incensed at the total failure of his prospects
and inheritance removed to another part of the County and corrupted his name from Strachan to Streaphan, without any authority, but to
cut off all prospect of future connection with a family but which he considered himself so ill used. Be there was no authority for this
proving the only difficulty that prevents my immediate readoption of my family name having been married in the one adopted by the part
of the family to which I belonged, consequently to prevent any impediment to my wife or son inheritance in case of my decease it is
positively necessary to obtain permission, which Mr Tomkin has promised to do.
The moment this is concluded please let me know.
Source: TNA WO 42; Piece: 044; Piece Description: Piece 044: S. 451-612 (1776-1881)

Ann Maria did not marry until she was 29 in 1817, an Army Surgeon, Alexander MacLean of the 64th Foot Regiment. The
son of Mr. Donald MacLean, Minister of the Small Isles. Alexander had been brought up in the Hebrides and was the
first in his family to marry outside of the Highland clans.

Source: PWDRO St Andrew’s Plymouth Parish Records - Marriage Register - 24 July 1817 [Viewed: FMP]

Sadly, within eight months of their marriage Alexander at the age of 36 died; he had not been in good health after
many years of service in the West Indies. Ann Maria was pregnant with their son, Alexander.

Source: PWDRO St Andrew’s Plymouth Parish Records - Burial Register ref: 358/60 - 4 Mar 1818 [Viewed: FMP]

Alexander was posthumously born a few months later and baptised at St Andrews on 5 June 1818. Like her older sister,
Ann Maria was left to bring up her son without a father.

Source: PWDRO St Andrew’s Plymouth Parish Records - Baptism Register - 5 June 1818 [Viewed: FMP]
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The youngest sister, Eliza, never married, maybe put off by the experience of her older sisters. They were did at least
have each other and lived together in Plymouth for the rest of their lives. Here we find the three of them on 6 Jun 1841
in the census at Devonshire Terrace:
Address: Devonshire Terrace
Parish: St Andrew
Borough: Plymouth
Name
Male
Female
Trade or Profession
Where Born - In County?
Mary STRACHAN
55
Ind.
Yes
Ann MACLEAN
45
“
Yes
Eliza WILLIAMS
45
“
50 [Poss. correction of age]
Yes
Mary WATTS
F.S [Female Servant]
Yes
Source: 1841 England, Wales & Scotland Census – TNA HO107 Piece Number: 270 Book Number: 7 Folio: 10 Page: 15 [Viewed: FMP]

They had left the Docks, or Devonport as it was now known, and remained together in the parish of St Andrews in
Plymouth until the end of their days. Mary died first in Feb 1852, followed by Ann Maria in Jan 1861 and finally Eliza
nearly 20 years later in 1880.
Thomas and Poulton also survive John by many years. Thomas in 1834 become Director of Police at Devonport
Dockyard. We can also find him in the 1841 census living in the House of the Superintendent of Police with his wife,
Juliana Drinkwater, and their young family:
Address: House of Superintendent of Police
Parish: Stoke Damerel
Borough: Devonport
Name
Male
Female
Trade or Profession
Where Born - In County?
Thomas WILLIAMS
35*
Lieut. R N
Y
Julianna do
25*
N
Julia
do
11
N
Caroline do
9
N
Ellen
do
8
Y
Augusta do
6
Y
Fanny
do
3
Y
Thomas do
12
N
Vyvyan
do
2
Y
Mary Ann TRIGGS
20
F. S. [Female Servant]
N
Mary MAY
30
F. S. [Female Servant]
N
Elizabeth FOOT
20
F. S. [Female Servant]
N
Source: 1841 England, Wales & Scotland Census – TNA HO107 Piece: 273; Book: 1; Civil Parish: Stoke Damerell; County: Devon; Enumeration
District: 1; Folio: 14; Page: 23 [Viewed: Ancestry] 6 April 1841

* These ages have been incorrectly recorded, Thomas was actually 49 and Juliana 30. Adult ages in the 1841 census
were supposed to be rounded to the nearest ‘5’ but his is a little excessive!
Thomas after a posting in Greenwich in the 1860s retired to Upper Norwood in Surrey in the 1870s and died in 1876
and is buried in the local cemetery, Julianna had died 10 years before in 1867. They were survived by their two sons
and five of their daughters. Although the sons, who had also become Naval Officers, were not mentioned in Thomas’s
will.
Poulton in 1841 was living with a farmer in Lawhitton, just outside
Launceston, in Cornwall. He has been on half pay since he was
commission in 1826. He married late in life, Maria Smith, and had no
children. Maria was the eldest daughter of William Smith of Fairy Hall
in Mottingham, Kent. They moved to Exeter in Devon after their
marriage and this is where Poulton died in 1870.
This is where I will leave the Williams family for now. To be
continued………
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Source: O'Byrne, William R.. A Naval Biographical
Dictionary: Comprising the Life and Services of Every
Living Officer in Her Majesty's Navy, from the Rank of
Admiral of the Fleet to that of Lieutenant, 1849.
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